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e RONT DN T DTN - Abrgham begot Isaac. V % should note the difference berween the

language that the Torah uses regarding Isaac and the tanguage used for ishmael. This substantial
difference sheds light on two different educational and moral approaches to raising children. Here,
the Torah tells us, These are the generations of Isaac son of Abrgham: Abraham vYn, begot, Isaac.
However, in regard to Ishmael, we read, these are the generations of Ishmael the son of Abraham, whom

6 Hagar the Egyptian, the maidservant of Sarah, T, bore (25:12). The formulation is almost identical,
but itherd is a difference in the terms - versus T :

The progeny of Iskanagl multiply exponentially, occupy large swaths of territory, and are dis-
persed geographically. It appears thar they accomplished their growth and territorial expansion by
miliary might. There are no Akeidos in the lifetime of Ishmael. He grows freely, unencumbered by

| [ tension, struggies, or Tiernecine quartels.

“The story of Iseacs famuly is quite the opposite. Isaac and Rebecca had only two children, whose
births Were Comprcated and Tainiul, Their Tmes were riddied with conflict. Jacob was compelled to
Jeavehis paternal home to wander from place to place and was never Able 10 estanlisn nimsell m any
one location for long. The covenantal community must pay 2 Sieep price forits accomplishments.

Garah is often crincized for her hanishment of Ishmael from the household, as it seems 10
* ernonsirate a lack of kindness. In realiry Sarah was making a critical assertion about membership

in the coveranral comraunity. She prevented Ishmael from beceming part of the history of the
covenant because his nature would not have allowed him to live the sacrificial life that the people

of the covenant must live.
M Abraham suggested chat Ishrnael be included in the covenant. “Abraham said to God, ‘O that
shmael might live before Youl ™ (17: 18) But God Himnself sanctioned Sarah's decision. Ishmael is not
reacly 1o live 2 life of heroism and seli-sacrifice, which includes readiness for possible martyrdom.

He cannot be natt of the covenantal COTRIMUNILY.

AE@WVO contrasting verbal forms for giving birth. The Bebrew word i1,
as applied 1o Tshinael, denoies a biclogical process of continuity. The Hebrew word w4, as applied
1o saac, implies & multi-generational educational process with an eternal effect. The plurai form for
the word = is found en the verse in Genesis 50:23: Joseph saw children of a third generation [bom] to
Ephramy, also the sons of Machir the son of Manasseh T, were born, on joseph’s knees. While s77v is gen-

Iy

erally transiated as bom, according to Tbn Ezra, this term suggests raising and educating children

The word w= includes the letter hefi. What addinonal dimension goes 1he lelter boim
and why is it connecied 1o Abraham becoming the farher of
47‘ On the verse (133 And He took him outside, and He s

the stars. if vou are able to count them.” And He said to him, ”
ch

~

isaal:

Abandon vour astrelogy. drrough whi
Ty - N i | . M Iy :
bear a son. Abram will not father a son, but Abrahum sl Betor

hood and motherhood were natural institugons. impelled

change, introducing an element of teaching to fatherhood.

e mim e Rt

that the Sages said o Ti7Oni Who teaches Toral 1 Als frion.”

to him (Sanhedrin 194} ‘
The -Torah considers children as gifts that God bestaws ot

fies to an itern that 15 purcha
Abraham refused (o accep: the Cave of Machpeiah as a giit -
bought the plot of land upon which the Temple was Buil. The ey
All three sites play 2 pivotal role in Jewish history. Our oxa"-lei*shzrr;
question.

bl %o too, i & manner of speaking. parents must Carry Ut a Rinvan,
Brder 1o reacquire” the child whormn God gave w0 ) \
the altar, displaving the uli s
shape and guide our children. we. oo, reacquite

o =i 6 .t
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rearrangement of the

carr become & creator by eac

according to Jewish
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Yitzchak,” Rashi commints, “These are Ya'akov and to be quite similar to that of the non-jew, that was
Eisav mentioned in the Parsha.” - sefected Dy God (See Tanya ch. 391
ccording to Chasidic teachings, Ya'akov represents Of course, this does not mean to say that the soul was
Athe- soul, and Eisav, the body. The Parsha is thus not<hosen by God at all. it is only that the body has no
named after both Ya'akov and Eisav, because the soul ai_‘rdﬁp redeeming feature of its own other than the fact that it was
* the'body each have their own exclusive qualities. ' chbsen by God—so its chosenness “stands aut” more than MW i C_é.,

The sbul.is described &s a “child” of God, because the  in the case of the soul.
love shared between the soul and God is a natusal type of . “When soul and body are together. each begins o lean
iove, resembling the parent-child relationship. .. - from the other's unique quality: Through observing Torah

The hody, on the other hand, has no inherent love foﬁ ‘ and mitzvgs, the soul teaches the deY how 1o love GOd;
God — on the contrary, it conceals God’s presence. Bur,  the body, in tumn, teaches the soul how to reveal its
ironically, when God “chase” the Jewish people, He ~chasenness.
chese primarily our bodies. For, it would not have been And that is why Ya'akov, the soul, and Eisav, the body,
an act of true self.expression to choose the Jewish Soul,  are both “mentioned in the Parsha.” ,
since anybody would choose a superior product overan . ©. {Based on Sichas Shabbos Parshas Toidos 5732,

I O n the words, “These are the descendants (Toldos) of {inferior one. Rather, it is the Jewish body, which apears /
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